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BRIEFS 


MOSCOW ON IRAN: Continuing to accuse the United States of planning 
"further military action" against Iran in the wake of the abortive 
U.S. hostage rescue mission last month, Moscow has been replaying 
Iranian charges that the mission was aimed at overthrowing the 
Iranian Government. Comment has focused on the U.S. military 

buildup around Iran and the threat it allegedly poses to all states 
in the region. Moscow is still cautious, however, in offering its 
support to Tehran. Brezhnev's November 1978 warning against foreign 
intervention in Iran's affairs has been recalled, for the first time 
since 25 March, but only in a routine May Day talk by Moscow radio 
Persian-service commentator Vera Lebedeva, who credited the Brezhnev 
statement with "halting a military intervention." There has been no 
original Soviet comment on the six-day occupation of the Iranian 
Embassy in London by Iranian Arab dissidents. Limited TASS coverage, 
of the incident, citing foreign media reports, in at least one case 
insinuated a possible U.S. role in the takeover, but this suggestion 
was not picked up in PRAVDA. In its version of a 3 May TASS dispatch 
on the London incident, the paper deleted the news agency's 
observation that the "possibility of a close connection" between the 
U.S. rescue mission and the London takeover had been "noted" in the 
British capital. But for Persian audiences, Moscow radio ina 

3 May newscast replayed an accusation, attributed to Tehran radio, 
that the London Embassy seizure had been engineered by U.S. and 
British intelligence organizations. In contrast to Moscow's carefully 
phrased expressions of support for the appropriate international 
convention concerning the occupation of the U.S. Embassy in Tehran, 
TASS, at the outset of the London incident, forthrightly declared 
that such a "provocation" was a violation of "the sovereign rights 
and extraterritoriality of the embassy of any state," running "counter 
to the international convention on this score." With an eye to Iraqi 
and other Arab sensitivities, Soviet reportage on the 30 April - 5 May 
London episode conspicuously avoided identifying the hostage-takers 
as Arabs, referring to them only as "Iranians of Khuzestan descent," 
who demanded that their unidentified "supporters" imprisoned in Iran 
be flown to London. 


NVOI ON RESCUE ATTEMPT: The Baku-based clandestine radio National 
Voice of Iran (NVOI) has generally echoed the line taken by 

official Soviet media on the unsuccessful U.S. hostage rescue 
attempt, condemning the mission as an act of "obvious banditry" 

and warning that the United States will attempt similar operations 
in the future, "most probably on a wider scale and with more 
preparations," Like Moscow central press and radio reportage, a 

30 April NVOI commentary, for example, replayed charges by Ayatollah 
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Khalkhali that the operation was aimed not at releasing the U.S. 
Embassy hostages but at seizing Ayatollah Khomeyni. And in the 
vein of speculation in Soviet media, NVOI on 5 May questioned the 
purpose of recent Administration consultations at Camp David and 
portrayed President .Carter as eager to "carry out his plans against 
Iran." Several talks have pointedly reminded listeners of Iran's 
military and security shortcomings: NVOI said the fact that U.S. 
aircraft landed unmolested should “not be passed over lightly," 

and it professed concern for Khomeyni's safety in connection with 
the alleged U.S. intention to kidnap him. Commentaries have linked 
the rescue attempt with the unrest in Iranian universities and the 
"fratricide" in Kordestan--both standard topics of comment by NVOI 
but seldom addressed by official Soviet media. The United States, 
the radio asserted on 28 April, is using a "fifth column" in Iran 
to. aggravate the country's "convulsive situation" and to facilitate 
its "aggression" against Iran. NVOI predictably cited the alleged 
threat posed by the rescue attempt as proof of the need for “unity of 
word and action" by Iran's "progressive" forces. 
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REROTE GESERT LOCATION GN [IRANIAN TERRITORY. HOWEVER THE 
“EPERATION FELL APART: AS THE HHITE HOUSE STATERENT SAYS; 

DUE TG TECHNICAL TROUBLE. THERE HAS A COLLISION OF THO. 
HAERICAN PLANES ON THE GROUND AS A RESULT OF WHICH EIGHT HEHBERS 
HF THE CREW OF THE PLANES DIED. SEVERAL ANERICAN 
SERVICENEN HERE INJURED, AND ALL OTHER PARTICIPANTS OF 

THE PLANNED OPERATION WERE EVACUATED. 

PRESIDENT CARTER HAS ACCEPTED FULL RESPONSIBILITY FoR 
THIS ACTION. THE WHITE HOUSE STATEMENT CONTAINS THE 
LAUGHAGLE AFFIRMATION THAT THE PROVOCATION PURSUED THE 
OREN OF PUTTING RIGHT THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATIO Th 
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